
COMPOST YARD 
DEBRIS AT HOME

Composting turns your yard trimmings and 
kitchen scraps into a nutrient-rich soil amendment 
for your garden. Your plants will reward you with 
beautiful blooms and a bountiful harvest.

Metro has many resources to help you get started: 
• Classes.
• Online information.
• Compost bins for sale.

Learn more about Metro’s composting 
resources at www.oregonmetro.gov/compost.

GRASSCYCLING 
Grasscycling is the practice of leaving grass clippings 
on the lawn after you mow. It’s easy and reduces 
your need for fertilizer. Grass clippings, which are 
75 to 85 percent water, will  
decompose quickly, releasing valuable  
nutrients back into the lawn.  

Grasscycling guidelines:
• Keep your mower blade sharp.
• Mow frequently and when grass is dry.
• �Cut grass to a height of 2 inches;  

remove about 1/3 of the grass length.
• �Avoid over-fertilizing or over-  

watering your lawn.

QUESTIONS? 
Visit www.portlandonline.com/bps/carts  
or call 503-823-7202.
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Learn more and see 
additional bin options at                                        

www.oregonmetro.gov/compost.

FreeGarden™  Earth Compost Bin $45

HOME COMPOST 
BINS

DISCOVER NEW BIN SIZES 
AND STYLES AND START 

COMPOSTING TODAY.

Turn your food scraps and yard debris into 
a natural, garden-boosting soil amendment!

LOCATION:
MetroPaint Store on Swan Island,
4825 N Basin Avenue, Portland.           

HOURS:
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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JUNE 2011 to JUNE 2012



 Bundle tied with string or twine
maximum weight: 45 lbs.
branches less than 4 inches thick               
and 36 inches long

3

32-gallon can labeled 
with a yard debris sticker

 maximum weight: 55 lbs.

�     Brown Kraft paper bag
maximum weight: 45 lbs.

3

3

WHAT TO DO WITH 
EXTRA YARD DEBRIS

• Save it for your next pickup. 
• Take it to a compost facility or leaf depot.
• Set out an extra can, bag or bundle  

(for an additional fee of $3.00 each). 

               YOU CAN USE:

There are no changes to your schedule 
during the holidays this year.

PLACE YARD DEBRIS AT 
THE CURB BY 6 A.M.

6AM

CURBSIDE COLLECTION
E-SCHEDULE

RECYCLING YARD DEBRIS GARBAGE

Your yard debris will be picked up every-other-week 
 on the same day as garbage and recycling on the  circled weeks.

   NOT ACCEPTED  
   IN YARD DEBRIS
Food • Pet waste • Metal • Plastic bags  
• Treated wood • Branches more than 

 4 inches thick or 36 inches long • Rocks  
• Garbage • Dirt • Styrofoam™

  ACCEPTED  
   IN YARD DEBRIS

Weeds • Leaves • Vines • Grass  
• Fruit and vegetables from your garden 
or trees • Pumpkins • Branches less than 

4 inches thick and 36 inches long

HOW TO PREPARE 
YARD DEBRIS

FOR YOUR GREEN ROLL CART

• Weight limit: 100 lbs. 

•	Pack debris loosely so it falls easily from the cart.

•	Limbs must not poke above the lip of the cart since 
this can be very dangerous for drivers. 

•	Roll cart lid must close and the lid opening must 
face the street.

•	Roll cart must be easily accessible from the street 
and at least one foot away from (and not behind) 
any object, including cars, mailboxes, trees, 
telephone poles and garbage containers.

Yard debris that is placed in your green roll cart is 
diverted from the landfill because organic materials break 
down and produce methane, a major greenhouse gas.

The City of Portland is proud to announce that 
your recycling, yard debris and garbage schedules 
are now available online through Portland Maps!

This new web tool allows you to check your 
collection schedule online and even download a 
calendar reminder to your computer or mobile 
device. 

To access the Curbside Collection E-Schedule, 
visit www.portlandonline.com/bps/carts.
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